SENASAHEB SUBHA RAGHUJI I OF NAGPUR 
AND PESHWA BAJIRAO I 


PL, Saswadkar (Poona) 


The death of Aurangzeb and the release of Prince Shahu from the 
Mughal camp brought about a revolution and new enthusiasm among the 
youths of Maharashtra. A splendid field of high attempts and stimulating 
desires in military and political matters was opened to them. Nemaji 
Shinde, Sultanji Nimbalkar, Chimnaji Damodhar, Parsoji Bhonsale and 
Balaji Vishwanath came to the forefront. After a couple of decades came 
the second generation which produced Peshwa Bajirao I, Chimaji and 
Raghuji Bhonsale I of Nagpur, the century’s outstanding soldiers of fortune. 

Unfortunately eminent historians have created wrong pictures of these 
generals. Historian Sardesai says about Bajirao that ‘he was the creator of 
greater Maharashtra.’ While Panikkar remarks that ‘Bajirao the Great 
was without doubt the most outstanding statesman and general that India 
produced in the eighteenth century.’ About Raghuji I Sardesai remarks 
that ‘among the sardars who opposed the Peshwa, the Bhonsales of Nagpur 
and especially Raghuji I was the foremost.’® A critical analysis of both 
the careers will reveal that the pictures are nearly diagonally opposite, 

It is worthwhile comparing these two remarkable personalities of the 
early eighteenth century Maratha state. Bajirao and Raghuji were 
foremost among the eighteenth century Marathas. Both of them were of 
independent nature and both had selected their spheres of action and had 
fixed their aims on them, Both were cqually ambitious statesmen, 
Raghuji’s education was naturally inferior as he was not a Brahmin. 
Marathas were then not so expert in the three R’s and in the art of politi- 
cal correspondence. Bajirao was the son of Premier, while Raghuji had to 
fight and win his title of Senasahebsubha by dint of his merit and toil. 
At the beginning there was little hope of getting that title, Bajirao was 
blessed with a loyal, able and loving brother Chimaji. Raghuji had to face 
the internecine struggle. Raghuji also did not get the support of new 
and loyal sardars brought forward by Peshwa Bajirao like Shinde, Holkar, 
Pawar, Jadhav, Bundela. Those he got did not remain permanent. The 
reason perhaps was that Raghuji belonged to the Maratha caste. Those 


232 


233 


who had not the fortune of being high-born, accepted the leadership of the 
Brahmin Peshwa, Like Bajirao Raghu took the help of the new rising 
Konkastha Brahmins. Raghunathbhat Zipre was the savkar of Kanhoji 
and his interests were connected with Berar, He had his agents in the 
distant places like Kashi, Delhi etc.* The period then was much in demand 
of savkars. Government was generally unstable. Due to anarchy the rise 
and fall of persons was irregular, The only support people had was that 
of a savkar. Accepting any terms people were compelled to borrow, and 
one felt oneself blessed if one could borrow money from the savkar. 
The royal way to rise was to get recruited in the army. Several Kunbi 
families seeing the uncertainty of agriculture turned to the military profes- 
sion, They had one aim before them to ride an horse and collect chauthai 
and sardeshmukhi but actually to loot the nook and corner of the 
country. But to start this profession, one had to purchase a horse, weapons, 
dress, and make arrangement for the journey’s expenses. One who could 
afford to pay these expenses in advance could collect any number of 
soldiers, The expenses paid in advance by government was known as 
Nalbandi. The reason why Peshwa became foremost was the influence 
created by Balaji Vishwanath among the contemporary Savkars. That is 
why though he was a clerk he rose to become a sardar. All the peshwas 
followed suit. 

Bajirao was much extolled because he belonged to the Peshwa family. 
Raghuji, though as brave as Bajirao, was not much lauded. The main 
reason perhaps was that the majority of historians were Brahmins. Both 
were rewarded with one third of the kingsoms of those whom both had 
helped. Raja Chhatrasal rewarded Bajirao and Rani Ratankunwar 
rewarded Raghuji. Bajirao had to remove Trimbakrao Dadhade who 
obstructed him. Raghuji also had to get rid of Kanhoji Bhonsale and 
defeat Avji Kavde. Bajirao got the Chauthai of Malwa and Gujrath and 
Raghuji of Bengal and Bihar after a prolonged struggle. The distant 
Bundelkhand was annexed by Bajirao, and Raghuji captured the subha 
of Cuttock and annexed Orissa permanently to the Bhonsale state, 
Bajirao’s field of activity was on the crowded royal highway of Poona- 
Delhi, On the contrary Raghuji had to toil in the desolate and jungle 
area of Gondavana and Chhota Nagpur, which even the Mughal empire 
had not dared to incorporate. Raghuji gets the credit of an enlightened 
ruler who brought about new colonization, Raghuji’s immortal work 
lies in the fact that he made Nagpur the capital of his kingdom, and 
annexed the new region of Gondwana to Maharashtra permanently and 
increased its area. We cannot ascri!e such a permanent ben fit gained 
by Maharashtra by the valour of Bajirao, 
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Raghuji’s action of killing the Nabob of Arcot and capturing his 
state and also killing Badekhan, the brother of Chandakhan, and taking the 
fort of Trichinapalli was a feat far superior to Bajirao’s defeats of Nizam 
and Bangash. Bajirao simply touched and returned from Delhi, the capital 
of the weak emperor, While Raghuji looted Murshidabad under the 
very eyes of the Nabob : Raghuji’s campaign of Murshidabad was more 
imaginative, more adventurous, romantic and valourous than Bajirao’s 
worthless campaign of Delhi. Geographically the area traversed by 
Raghuji from Tanjore to Murshidabad-Patna spread in the eastern part 
of India is double the area traversed by Bajirao. 

‘The Peshwas had not only wiped out the brave name of the Bhonsales 
in Karnatak, Telangana, Malwa and Bundelknand, but kept their position 
in their home province of Berar, where they had grounded their feet, 
insecure, and doubtful. Raghuji was therefore, compelled to found his 
capital in the region of Gondwana, where there was no Muslim rule pre- 
viously. Due to the short-sighted sanad of Swaraj brought by Balaji 
Vishwanath, the Peshwa made it a permanent rule of setting the Nizam 
against the Bhonsales. The result was the Subha of Berar permanently 
remained in the Nizam’s state and became a block to the unification of 
Maharashtra, till yesterday. The people of Berar and Nagpur were 
permanently alienated to the Maharashtra of Shivaji. This eighteenth 
century politics has had its effects in that region to-day. 
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